
  

Traditional Sunday Worship: 8 & 10:30 am 
Contemporary Sunday Worship: 10:45 am 
Wednesday Worship & Bible Study: 7:00 pm 
Adult Bible Class & Sunday School: 9:15 am  

 4560 Glendale Avenue 
 Toledo, Ohio 43614 
 Phone: 419.385.2651 / Fax: 419.385.2636 
 Trinitylutheran.org 

December 2017 

A LETTER FROM THE PASTOR  

ADVENT: THE HOPE-FILLED JOURNEY 
I loved the old Calvin and Hobbes cartoons during the Christmas season.   

Leading up to Christmas, Calvin’s thoughts and hopes became more and 
more haunted by Santa’s rule of gift giving: If you’re good, you’ll get lots of 
toys. If you’re bad, you’ll get NOTHING. 

Trusting in the words: “HE KNOWS IF YOU’VE BEEN BAD OR GOOD — SO BE 
GOOD FOR GOODNESS SAKE,” the ever in trouble, ever self-absorbed and 
self-serving Calvin, is worried about Santa’s judgment. Knowing his guilt and 
mischief, Calvin tried anything that would enable him to be judged as good.   

In a Sunday spread of Calvin and Hobbes, Calvin is dreaming, and he sees 
Santa consulting with his elves about Calvin’s past year. As the panels of the 
cartoon flow Calvin’s case grows worse and finally Santa declares, “I’ve made 
my decision.” and the dream ends. Calvin awakes as if from a nightmare and 
says with a frightened and horrified look  “I can’t take it.” 

For Calvin, the days before Christmas were a long journey down the corridors of his life toward the day of judgment.   

It’s said that humor is born of tragedy and hard times. What made Calvin’s dilemma so humorous to me was all the creative 
ways he would think of to try and receive a good judgment. First, Calvin wanted his friend Hobbes to be his attorney, 
pleading extenuating circumstances. 

(Continued on page 2)

Special Services:

Midweek Advent: Wednesdays, 
2 & 7pm, Dec. 6, 13, 20 

Christmas Eve: 9am, 4pm, 
5:30pm, 7pm (Contemporary), 
11pm (Candlelight) 

Christmas Day: 9am 

New Year’s Eve: 8am, 
10:30am, 10:45am, 7pm 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Trinity Family, 

“Joy to the world,” “O Come O Come Emmanuel,” 
Hark the Herald Angels Sing,” “Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem”—I never get tired of singing these and 
many others this time of year. What a wonderful, 
beautiful time of the Christian’s life. 

As the sticker sent by Lutheran Hour Ministries says, 
“Jesus, God’s Gift of Love.” I’ve been using those 
stickers on all my envelopes for over a month now. I 
think we should send those stickers out all year. Who 
knows, maybe someone will be touched, and someone 
might take time to inquire what it’s all about and be 
saved. 

We LCMS members often don’t do enough evangel-
izing, but we are told to “Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations.” It’s been reported that there are more LCMS 
members in Africa, and soon they will be sending 
missionaries to the United States! 

Let’s spread the Good News. Let’s wish everyone 
“Merry Christmas” this month and remember Jesus, 
God’s Gift of Love. 

Go tell it on the mountain / Over the hills and 
everywhere. / Go tell it on the mountain / 
That Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching / O’er 
silent flocks by night, / Behold, throughout the 
heavens / There shone a holy light. 

The shepherds feared and trembled / When 
lo, above the earth, / Rang out the angel 
chorus, / That hailed our Savior’s birth. 

Down in a lonely manger / The humble Christ 
was born; / And God sent us salvation / That 
blessed Christmas morn.  

Have a Blessed Christmas, 

In His Service Together, 

Roger Schlade, President, Trinity Lutheran Church 

Second, he would try to do all kinds of good things to prove he was 
good, but that lasted only as long as the next temptation. 

Third, he would try to reason away Santa’s ability to know about all 
the bad things he had done.  

As troublesome as Calvin and Hobbes‘ journey to Christmas may be 
for them, this journey through Advent to Christmas is filled with 
hope with surprises of joy for all who believe in Jesus Christ. 

The angel proclaims “I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” (Lk 2:10-12). 

And we rejoice because God gave us His Son, and with Him, the 
“goods” of Jesus Christ. Not because we were good enough, but 
because we could never be good enough. 

As sinners, there are no “naughty or nice” among us. “For there is 
no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith” (Rm 3:22-25). 

By virtue of our being conceived in sin (Ps 51:5), we are only 
“naughty.” 

We rejoice in God’s gift of Christmas because it means that God’s 
love for us is greater than our lack of love for Him and one another.  
God reveals that, at just the right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ came and died for the ungodly. 

In this way, God demonstrates his own love for us in this: “While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rm 5:6-8). 

In this lies the real joy and giving of this season: giving that does 
not look at naughty or nice, but giving that sees the need of others 
to be loved and know that they are loved. 

This is found in Jesus Christ—God’s gift to us that just keeps giving.  

Calvin looked upon his journey toward Christmas as a journey to 
judgment. 

Through faith in Jesus Christ – God’s gift of Christmas - we make 
this journey with the Gift. It is a journey filled with hope and 
surprised by joy. 

On behalf of myself and my family, Diane, Natalie, Seth and Isaac, 
may our loving God grant you the richest of joy in the Advent of our 
God, our Lord, and our Savior — Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Christ our Lord bless and love you,  

Pastor Love  

 

(Continued from page 1) 



  

 
Need help with holiday baking? 

 
Come to Trinity’s annual 

 

Christmas Cookie Walk 
 

Saturday, December 2, 9-10:30am 
 

Purchase one of several different box sizes, fill it with our selection of 
cookies, and check baking off your Christmas to-do list! 

 
It’s time for the Trinity Altar Guild’s 

annual poinsettia sale! 
 
 
You can order a beautiful poinsettia to help decorate the altars this Christmas! 
Proceeds help the Altar Guild purchase worship items such as robes, banners, and 
holiday decorations. Get an order form from the Welcome Centers! 
 
Order deadline is Thursday, December 7. 



 

LWML News  
For it is by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV)  

What is the greatest gift you have been given? The greatest 
gift of all is not something you can buy or make yourself. It 
can only be given by God and it is given to us, paid in full. We 
cannot add to it, improve on it, or change it. It is the gift of 
salvation given to us by God the Father through His Son, Jesus 
Christ and all the blessings that come with it:  

New life (Ephesians 2:5) 
Adoption as a child of God (Ephesians 1:5) 
Redemption and forgiveness (Ephesians 1:7) 
Holiness (Ephesians 1:4) 
Every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:3) 
A place in heaven with Christ (Ephesians 2:6). 

This Christmas season, remember Christian missionaries 
throughout the world. Pray for them as they step out in faith 
daily to be the image of God to people who need His Word. 
Support them through your mites, letters of encouragement, 
and as the Holy Spirit leads you. 

Remember the mission field all around us: family, friends, co-
workers, neighbors, and others whom God puts in your life. 
God can use you in many ways to share the Good News of 
Christ as the greatest gift of all—the gift of salvation in Jesus 
Christ. Praise God for this wonderful gift by sharing the Good 
News of Christ with others! (Thoughts from the LWML Web-
site.) 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML) supports 
and funds missions in the Ohio District and throughout the 
world with MITES received locally and from across the United 
States. Of every Mite dollar given locally, $.25 goes toward the 
national LWML goal and $.75 to LWML Ohio District mission 
grants. We have a challenge to meet our goal to fund all 
of the LWML Ohio District grants by March 31, 2018. 
Can we do that? With God’s help, YES!! 

Pray that the Lord will continue to bless our MITES so that 
those who have not yet heard the Good News of salvation may 
hear of the love of Christ. Remember to place your MITE BOX 
where you can see it and contribute regularly. Whether coins 
or quiet money (with checks payable to Trinity LWML), bring 
your MITES to church on December 17. You may empty your 
Mite Box gifts into an envelope before bringing to church.  
Special envelopes and additional Mite Boxes are available near 
the large MITE BOX in the narthex and near the gym door. 

Remember the following grant in prayers as you place your 
MITES into your MITE BOX: 

CHRIST for VETERANS and THEIR FAMILIES: LCMS 
Ministry of the Armed Forces 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod’s Ministry to the Armed 
Forces (MAF) is authorized as the mission arm of the Synod to 
support and serve all military chaplains, their families, and the 
veteran population. Operation Barnabas is an extension of MAF 
and the only program of its kind in the United States. (The 
name comes from St. Paul’s missionary companion Barnabas, 
whose name means “son of encouragement.”) It provides a 
network of care through trained congregations that want to 
reach out to members of the military and veterans in their 
communities. 

Operation Barnabas connect soldiers with their [Continued] 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE NEWS 
 

Thursday, December 14, at 10:15am, join us in the Trinity Sanctuary for the Trinity 
School Choir Christmas dress rehearsal! They will sing the same joyous songs as their 

Christmas program that evening at 6:30pm. 
 

Feel free to dress festively in RED or GREEN! 
 

After the rehearsal, join us for lunch at the 
Brandywine Country Club, 6906 Salisbury Rd, Maumee. 

 
 

RSVP to Grace at 419-893-6763  
or gooney@buckeye-express.com 

by Monday, December 11 



  

Anna’s Comfort Corner 
 

Hi, everyone! 

I love this chance to update you on what I’ve been doing. 
There have been so many opportunities lately to share the 
love of Christ. 

I was deployed to Las Vegas after the tragic shootings there. 
I was there with Comfort Dogs Bekah, Jackson, Louie and 
Lois (Lois lives in Vegas).  Our visits included the 911 
Command Center, Mandalay Bay, and other nearby hotels 
and hospitals. We visited and prayed with so many people 
as the city attempts to recover from this tragedy. Please 
keep them in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fire in Bascom, Ohio, prompted a smaller, but equally 
tragic deployment. A family of five lost their lives, and the 
entire community was devastated. I went to Hopewell-
Loudon High School to comfort the students and staff, giving 
them something to smile about for a little while. 

As with any tragedy, the first step in healing is talking about 
what happened in a confidential, comfortable situation. We 
Comfort Dogs provide that opportunity. 

I was invited by my friends at the Toledo Fire & Rescue 
Department to greet first responders at the "Battle of the 
Badges" blood drive. My friend Smokey (a real firehouse 
dog) and I shared an important job—visiting and 
"comforting" everybody. 

There was a very special Chapel service to celebrate 
Veterans Day. Students at Trinity Lutheran Church and 
School performed patriotic music. Our church president, Dr. 
Roger Schlade, former Army Specialist E5, shared a moving 
and inspirational message. 

All veterans present were invited to come forward to be 
recognized. Thank you for your service! I’m so glad I could 
be there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that there is a World Kindness Day? I joined 
many new friends at Franklin Park Mall for the 2017 Dance 
for Kindness, a worldwide Freeze/Flash Mob hosted by Life 
Vest Inside. Thousands of people from over 50 countries 
joined together to perform the same dance to the same 
song, on the same day! The first Toledo event was 
sponsored by my friends from Bullfrogs Against Bullying. It 
was a great way to encourage people to share acts of 
kindness with others every day. I like to think that LCC K-9 
Comfort Dogs are good at that! 

Since Lois Comfort Dog has had such a stressful time of late 
here is her Bible verse: 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness.”  ~ Galatians 5:22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In His service,   

Anna Comfort Dog 

Psalm 62:8 



 



  

WANTED: 
SMILING FACES! 
 
Please consider volunteering to be a 
greeter during one of our Sunday 
morning services! New greeters are 
welcome at the 8am, 10:30am, and 10:45 
gymnasium services. We are particularly in 
need of greeters at the 10:45 service! 
 
ALSO: Sandy Ackerman will handle traditional 
service greeters only through December. We 
will need a new volunteer to call and schedule 
the greeters for the 8am and 10:30 services! 
 
If you’re interested in helping out with 
traditional greeters, or have questions, 
please contact Sandy at 419-381-1010. 
 
Want to greet at the 10:45 service? 
Contact Leslie Wilt at: 419-865-1157 or 563-
505-7410. 

 
Support Trinity AND do your Christmas shopping at the same time! 
 
You can order Scrip on Sunday mornings and/or purchase a limited supply of Scrip in stock! 
 
If you drop off your order on Sunday, it will be available for pick-up from the office on Wednesday 
afternoon or the following Sunday. 
 
Proceeds from non-school families go to help the general fund!  

 
Trinity Shadow Daysys 

 
Know any families with children in grades 1-8 who 
would like to try Trinity for a day?  
 
We encourage future students to spend a day with us 
and meet our teachers and students! 
 
Are you a Trinity member with young children not 
enrolled at Trinity? Have them visit our school for a 
day! We can also accommodate students who would 
like to transfer mid-year. 
 
Come be a Viking for a day! Contact the office at 419-
385-2301 to schedule a visit or to ask questions. 

Trinity Makes Giving Easy! 
We added another way to give! If you have a 

smartphone, you can download the tithe.ly app from the 
Google Play or Apple store and find our church and give 

from your phone. 

Please note that there is a processing fee associated with 
all electronic methods, but we want to share the 

convenience with you. God loves a cheerful giver! (2 
Corinthians 9:7) 



 

[LWML News, cont.] families after deployment and reintegrates them back in church worship. Encourage-
ment is a key component in this ministry to military members and their families. 

A national three-day event will train participants in techniques to reach out to veterans in local communities with 
witness, mercy, and life together. The leaders will share with other congregations on how to reach out to our 
veterans and their families so that all have an opportunity to know that the only source of true peace comes 
from Jesus.  

HAT and MITTEN TREES in the Welcome Centers are waiting to be decorated with your gifts of hats, mittens, 
gloves, scarves, socks, etc.  As you do your Christmas shopping, purchase something for our future pastors and 
their families. Some of the items also will be donated to other needy in the area. 

The LUTHERAN WOMAN’S QUARTERLY and OHIO DISTRICT EDITION (ODE) are available in the narthex or at 
the Welcome Center near the gym door. Be sure to pick up a copy of each periodical. 

STAMPS for MISSIONSS 
 

Thank you for saving Stamps for Missions! Since April 1, 2016, the LWML Ohio District has received a 
total of $3,570 for the stamps you have saved! 

PLEASE NOTE: Our stamp broker recently announced changes to the stamps he will 
accept! Please save ONLY Commemorative and Foreign stamps.  

What is a Commemorative Stamp? It is a stamp issued to recognize a significant date, or to 
honor a person, place, event, or object. The subject of this type of stamp is usually printed on the 
stamp. These stamps are also a little larger than a common stamp. 

What is a common stamp (which are no longer accepted)? ALL flag, flower, Love, etc. stamps 
that do not commemorate a specific  person, place, event, or object! 

When saving stamps, please keep this in mind: 
Stamps should be cut off envelopes, with a ¼ inch edge around the stamp 
Stamps must be cancelled 
Please do not save non-profit stamps 
Please do not save stamps that are damaged, creased, or taped 
Postcards are welcome! Please save the entire card, not just the stamp! 

As always, stamps can be left in the special stamp box in the narthex. Thank you! 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Courtney Hall 
 Amanda Garn 
 
2. Autumn Marshall 
 Matthew Rice 
 Sandy Schefft 
  
3. Kathryn Gibson 
 Lyndsey Huner 
  
4. Bernie DuShane 
 Patricia Slicker 
  
5. Tamara Johnson 
 Max Lohmann 
 Scott McDonald 
 Harper Null 
         Kristine Stainbrook 
         Rachel Van Niel 
  
7.      Sheila Brubaker 
         Wendy Craig 
         Lea Grau 
         Ellie Miller 
 Dale Schwartz 
 
8. Jeremy Ashley 
 Brandon Hahnlen 
        Matthew Malohn 
          Duane Poole 
  
9. Kim Cabacum 
 Karen Shirley 
  
10. Joyce Carter 
 Justin Garcia 
 
11. Mark Snyder 
  
12. Robert Christie 
 Ryan Jaquay-Williams 
 Michael Meier 

         Jennifer Rice 
 
13. Ashton Buck 
 Elika Hooks 
 Joanne Robins 
 Ernie Spohn 
 
14.   Elizabeth Fahncke 
        Lee Hammerling 
 Susan Rice 
        Jennifer Stainbrook 
  
15. David Judy 
 Walter Veres 
  
 16. Polly Malohn 
 Jerry Thomas 
  
17. Griffin LaPlante 
         Karen Liegel 
         Victoria Wagner 
  
18. Dawn Haas 
         Judith Walker 
  
19. Stephen Kranz 
 Krista Shirley 
 
20. Tina Broadway 
 Dan Pinkelman 
         Sam Pinkelman 
         Sue Hagenwald 
  
21. Addison Bettin 
 Carol Sherwin 
  
22.  Ian Sood 
 Patti Stainbrook 
  
23.  Grant Dery 
 Micaela LaChapelle 
 
24.  Todd Blevins 
 Ruth Kasch 
  
25. Bob Harpel 
   
26. Austin Bettin 
 

27.    Bob Hodak 
         Mark Obst 
  
28. Baily Cervetto 
 Darla Von Deylen 
  
29.  Kay Deal 
 Eric Enser 
         Nicole Liegel 
         Fritz Schoenfelt 
 
30. Marie Keller 
 Rebecca Sanderson 
  
31.    Tom Janowiecki 
 Daniela Kleimola 
         Karen Notzka 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Dick & Leora Stainbrook 
  
8. Eric & Courtney Enser 
  
21. Mike & Jean Thieroff 
  
22. Mark & Beth Steude 
  
26. Chris & Amy Jaquay-Williams 
  
28. Dean & Molly Tucker 

De  B hd y  & An rs e  
 

God’s richest blessings to those celebrating birthdays or anniversaries this month! If your name has been accidentally left off this list, 
please contact the church office so we can have the correct information. 



 



  

Church Finances—General Fund 
October 31, 2017 

Contributions    October   2017-18 Year-to-Date 
General     $90,126    $307,835 
School Income    $111,362   $209,847 
Other Income*    $216    $49,057    
TOTAL     $201,705   $566,739 

Expenses 
Salaries-Benefits   $107,970   $422,378 
Operations    $26,705    $110,467   
TOTAL     $134,675   $532,845 
Net Income or (Loss)   $67,029   $33,894 
*Includes bequest of $46,900.29. 
Capital Improvement Fund 10/31/17 Funds Available: $84,492. 
Please note this (loss) does not represent the full amount owed to our Designated Fund which as of October 31 is ($130,120.39). 
Line of credit is $180,000. 

Memorials have been given to 
Trinity in memory of Gary 
Slicker by: Dick & Leora 
Stainbrook, Bonnie Kranz, Karen 
& Don Notzka, Roger & Ruth Ann 
Schlade, Carl & Carol Williams 

A memorial has been given to 
Trinity in memory of James 

Harvey by Phyllis Harvey 

A memorial has been given to Trinity’s Comfort Dog 
ministry in memory of William Miller by the Miller 
family (Ellie, Todd, & Lynne) 

A memorial has been given to Trinity’s Altar Guild in 
memory of Larry Driver by Roger & Ruth Ann Schlade 

A donation has been made to Trinity by Bob and Marylin 
Hodak in honor of their anniversary. 

(Memorials received after this issue is published will be 
acknowledged in the following newsletter. Thank you for 
your patience!) 

Sector Elder Members  Sector Elder Members 

1. 
Phil Snyder 

419-304-7383 (cell) 
phillipdsnyder@yahoo.com 

A - Brisbin 7. 
Austin Bettin 
614-361-8525 

austin.bettin@gmail.com 

Lewandowski-
Meyer 

2. 
Charles Fahncke 
419-824-2108 

fahncke@bex.net 
Britt – Deal 8. 

Daniel Pinkelman 
419-902-7954 

daniel.pinkelman@gmail.com 

Michalak – 
Periat 

3. Timothy Semro 
419-843-1875 Debo - F 9. 

Bernie DuShane 
419-787-7814 

dadof3angels2015@gmail.com 

Perry – 
Schmeltzer 

4. 
Mark Snyder 

419-787-5665 
mark.snyder@owenscorning.com 

G – Hench 10. 
Derek Dierks 

 419-367-5485 
ddierks@hotmail.com 

Schmidt – 
Stacy 

5. 
Keith Taylor 

 567-202-3803 
taylor0645@sbcglobal.net 

Hendricks – 
Kinsel 11. 

Ed Mauntler 
419-841-6511 
elm@toast.net 

Stainbrook-V 

6. 
Jeff Hutchins 
419-704-0559 

tracy_jeff@yahoo.com 

Kisandi - 
Letherby 12. 

Bryan O’Neill 
419-385-9960 

Oneill2110@yahoo.com 
W - Z 



 

 
Should you have questions or desire to speak with one 

of us, we invite you to call:  

Pastor Mark W Love  616-540-3137 
Pastor Ryan Kleimola  567-395-0316 
Deaconess Mary Anne Hibbard  586-764-3561 
Principal Jim Landskroener 517-231-9619 

Church Office 419-385-2651 
School Office 419-385-2301  
Fax  419-385-2636 
 
To submit prayer requests, call the church office or 
email secretary@trinitylutheran.org 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church & School 
4560 Glendale Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43614 
Trinitylutheran.org 

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 
4560 Glendale Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43614 
Trinitylutheran.org 

WORSHIP & STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Traditional Worship: Sundays, 8 & 10:30am 

Contemporary Worship (Gym): Sundays, 
10:45am 

Midweek (Traditional) Worship: Wednesdays, 
7:00pm 

Sunday School / Adult Bible Class: 9:15am 

Holy Communion 

Traditional Services: First & Third Sundays 
Contemporary Services: Second & Fourth Sun-
days
Wednesday Services: First Wednesday of the 
month
Fifth Sunday: All services 


